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A Voice in the Night 
How the calling of Samuel preserved reverence for God in 

a time when His word had grown rare 
 

A biblically faithful retelling rooted in Scripture, historical 
context, and careful theological clarity. 

 About this Account  

This narrative is drawn directly from the biblical record and 
presented using widely recognized translations such as the 
ESV, NIV, NASB, and KJV. Cultural, geographical, and 
historical insights are included to deepen understanding 
while remaining faithful to the text.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Setup — A Child Given, A Silence Settles Over a Nation 
(1 Samuel 1:9–28; 3:1) 

The story begins not with influence, but with surrender. 

At Shiloh, where the tabernacle stands as Israel’s central 
place of worship, a woman named Hannah prays with deep 
anguish. She is barren, misunderstood, and quietly 
desperate. In her prayer, she makes a vow: 

If the LORD gives her a son, she will give him back, 
dedicated fully to God’s service (1 Samuel 1:11). 

Her request is granted. 

Samuel is born, not into prominence, but into promise. And 
true to her vow, Hannah brings him, still young, to serve in 
the house of the LORD under Eli (1 Samuel 1:24–28). 

The child’s life begins in obscurity: 

Not in leadership, not in recognition, but in quiet service. 

Yet the environment around him tells a different story. 

The priesthood continues outwardly, but inwardly, it is 
compromised. Eli’s sons, who serve as priests, are described 
as corrupt, treating sacred offerings with contempt and 
disregarding the holiness of their role (1 Samuel 2:12–17). 

And over the nation, a deeper condition settles: 

“The word of the LORD was rare in those days; there was 
no frequent vision.” (1 Samuel 3:1) 

God has not ceased to exist, but His voice is no longer 
commonly heard. 



The system remains, but its spiritual vitality has weakened. 

In that setting: 

A child grows. 

A lamp still burns. 

A place of worship still stands. 

But clarity is missing. 

(Theological insight: Many scholars view this period as a 
transitional low point in Israel’s spiritual life, where 
institutional religion persists, but genuine responsiveness to 
God has diminished.) 

The setup holds a quiet but powerful tension: 

A nation drifting in silence, and a child, placed within it, 
set apart before he understands why. 

What begins in obscurity is already positioned for something 
greater, even if no one yet sees it. 

Conflict — Corruption in the House, Confusion in the 
Heart (1 Samuel 2:12–26; 3:2–8) 

The tension sharpens, not through open collapse, but through 
contrast. 

Within the same sacred space at Shiloh, two realities unfold 
side by side. 

Above, authority is failing. 

Below, faithfulness is forming. 



The sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, continue in priestly 
roles, yet their actions reveal deep disregard for God’s 
holiness. They exploit offerings, abuse their position, and 
lead others into dishonor (1 Samuel 2:12–17, 22). 

The corruption is not hidden. 

It is known. 

Eli rebukes them, but does not remove them (1 Samuel 2:23–
25). Authority hesitates, and the system remains 
compromised. 

Meanwhile, Samuel continues in quiet obedience. 

“The boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor 
with the LORD and also with man.” (1 Samuel 2:26) 

He serves. 

He listens. 

He remains. 

Then the conflict shifts inward. 

One night, as Samuel lies down near the lamp of God, still 
burning within the tabernacle (1 Samuel 3:3), he hears a 
voice: 

“Samuel.” 

He rises immediately and runs to Eli: 

“Here I am, for you called me.” (1 Samuel 3:5) 

But Eli had not called. 

This happens again. 



And again. 

Each time, Samuel responds with readiness, but 
misunderstanding. 

He is attentive, but not yet discerning. 

The text makes the reason clear: 

“Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the 
LORD had not yet been revealed to him.” (1 Samuel 3:7) 

The conflict now deepens beyond corruption: 

• God is speaking, but not immediately recognized. 

• A willing servant hears, but does not yet understand. 

• A system meant to guide has lost clarity. 

(Scholarly insight: Many interpreters emphasize that 
Samuel’s responsiveness contrasts with the spiritual dullness 
around him, he is prepared to listen, even before he fully 
knows who is speaking.) 

This is the heart of the conflict: 

Faithfulness exists, but recognition is still forming. 

The voice has returned, but it has not yet been identified. 

And until it is, the silence that defined the nation 
has not yet truly been broken. 

Turning Point — A Voice Recognized, A Truth Entrusted 
(1 Samuel 3:8–18) 

The silence breaks, but what comes with it is not comfort. 



After the third call, Eli finally understands: the LORD is 
speaking to Samuel (1 Samuel 3:8). He instructs the boy: 

“Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, 
LORD, for your servant hears.’” (1 Samuel 3:9) 

Samuel returns and lies down again. 

Then the moment comes. 

The LORD calls as before, but now Samuel answers 
differently: 

“Speak, for your servant hears.” (1 Samuel 3:10) 

Recognition replaces confusion. 

But what follows is not affirmation, it is weight. 

God speaks a message of judgment against Eli’s household, 
because of the unchecked corruption of his sons and his 
failure to restrain them (1 Samuel 3:11–14). The first word 
Samuel receives is not about his future, but about 
accountability. 

The turning point is not just that God speaks again. It is that 
Samuel must now carry what he hears. 

Morning comes. 

Samuel hesitates. 

He fears telling Eli the message (1 Samuel 3:15). The tension 
is deeply personal: 

The one who raised him, is the one the message confronts. 



But Eli insists, and Samuel tells him everything, holding 
nothing back (1 Samuel 3:17–18). 

Truth is spoken fully. 

Eli responds with submission: 

“It is the LORD. Let him do what seems good to him.” (1 
Samuel 3:18) 

(Theological insight: Many scholars note that this moment 
marks Samuel’s transition, from a servant who listens, to a 
prophet who speaks faithfully, even when the message is 
difficult.) 

The turning point is complete: 

• The voice is recognized. 

• The message is delivered. 

• The role is defined. 

What began as a child hearing his name becomes a prophet 
entrusted with truth. 

And the silence that once defined the nation is broken, not 
by spectacle, but by obedience. 

Outcome — A Prophet Established, A Nation Reoriented 
(1 Samuel 3:19–21; 7:3–6, 15–17) 

What begins in the quiet of the night becomes known across 
the land. 

Samuel grows, and the text marks the change clearly: 



“The LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to 
the ground.” (1 Samuel 3:19) 

This is more than personal growth. 

It is public confirmation. 

From Dan to Beersheba, all Israel recognizes that Samuel is 
established as a prophet of the LORD (1 Samuel 3:20). 

The silence that once defined the nation begins to lift. 

“The LORD appeared again at Shiloh… for the LORD 
revealed himself to Samuel by the word of the LORD.” (1 
Samuel 3:21) 

What had been rare, is now restored. 

Not through institutions alone, but through a person who 
listens and speaks faithfully. 

Samuel’s role expands. 

He calls the people back to the LORD, urging them to put 
away foreign gods and return with their whole heart (1 
Samuel 7:3). The people respond, gathering, confessing, and 
turning back (1 Samuel 7:4–6). 

The impact is national: 

• Spiritual direction is reestablished. 

• Leadership is grounded in obedience. 

• Reverence for God’s word is renewed. 



Samuel judges Israel throughout his life (1 Samuel 7:15–17), 
not as a king, but as a steady presence, guiding, correcting, 
and reminding the people of their covenant. 

(Scholarly insight: Many interpreters describe Samuel as a 
“bridge figure”, preserving spiritual continuity between the 
era of the judges and the coming monarchy, ensuring that 
God’s voice remains central.) 

The outcome completes the movement: 

• A child given in obscurity → becomes a voice heard 
across a nation. 

• A time of silence → becomes a season of renewed 
revelation. 

• A compromised system → is steadied through 
faithful obedience. 

What preserved the framework was not power,  

It was reverence. 

Not position,  

but attentiveness. 

Reflection — When Listening Shapes the Future 

Samuel did not begin with authority. 

He began with a willingness to hear. 

And a courage to speak what he heard. 

In a time when God’s voice seemed distant, he became one 
who made it known again. 



Question for Reflection: 

When we are placed in moments of quiet responsibility, do 
we recognize that faithful attentiveness, long before 
influence, may be the very thing that shapes what comes 
next? 

Marc Seffelaar 


